
Books Every Fifth Grader Should Read 

 

  
A Long Way from Chicago: A Novel in Stories 

by Richard Peck  

A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural Illinois with his sister during the Great 

Depression to visit their larger-than-life grandmother. Lexile Level: 750  

Newbery Award 

AR Level: 5.0 

AR Quiz #27940 

 

  
Bud, Not Buddy 

by Christopher Paul Curtis  

Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the Great Depression, 

escapes a bad foster home and sets out in search of the man he believes to be his father--the 

renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of Grand Rapids.  

Newbery Award 

Coretta Scott King Author Award  

AR Level: 5.0 

AR Quiz #29554 

 

  
Caddie Woodlawn 

by Carol R. Brink  

The adventures of an eleven-year-old tomboy growing up on the Wisconsin frontier in the mid-

nineteenth century.  

Newbery Award  

AR Level: 6.0 

AR Quiz #14 

http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSA%20Long%20Way%20from%20Chicago:%20A%20Novel%20in%20Stories%20Richard%20Peck
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSPeck%2C%20Richard
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_winner_honor.cfm?awardid=2&listid=681
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSBud,%20Not%20Buddy%20Christopher%20Paul%20Curtis
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSCurtis%2C%20Christopher%20Paul
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_winner_honor.cfm?awardid=2&listid=681
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_author_illustrator.cfm?awardid=15&listid=681
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSCaddie%20Woodlawn%20Carol%20R.%20Brink
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSBrink%2C%20Carol%20R.
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_winner_honor.cfm?awardid=2&listid=681
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SA Long Way from Chicago: A Novel in Stories Richard Peck
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SBud, Not Buddy Christopher Paul Curtis
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SCaddie Woodlawn Carol R. Brink


  
Coraline 

by Neil Pratchett  

Looking for excitement, Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a world that is similar, 

yet disturbingly different from her own. 

AR Level: 5.1 

AR Quiz #60645 

 

 
Deep and Dark and Dangerous 

by Mary Downing Hahn  

When thirteen-year-old Ali spends the summer with her aunt and cousin at the family's vacation 

home, she stumbles upon a secret that her mother and aunt have been hiding for over thirty years.  

Mark Twain Award Winners 

AR Level: 4.0 

AR Quiz #114624 

 

 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Greg Heffley's Journal 
by Jeff Kinney  

Greg records his sixth grade experiences in a middle school where he and his best friend, 

Rowley, undersized weaklings amid boys who need to shave twice daily, hope just to survive, 

but when Rowley grows more popular, Greg must take drastic measures to save their friendship.  

Series - Diary of a Wimpy Kid  

Mark Twain Award Nominees 2011-2012 

Guys Read 

Dear Diary: Books Written in Diary Form 

AR Level: 5.2 

AR Quiz #113950 

 

http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSCoraline%20Neil%20Pratchett
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSPratchett%2C%20Neil
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSDeep%20and%20Dark%20and%20Dangerous%20Mary%20Downing%20Hahn
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSHahn%2C%20Mary%20Downing
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_winner_nominees.cfm?awardid=7&listid=681
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSDiary%20of%20a%20Wimpy%20Kid:%20Greg%20Heffley's%20Journal%20Jeff%20Kinney
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSKinney%2C%20Jeff
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSDiary%20of%20a%20Wimpy%20Kid
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_winner_nominees.cfm?awardid=7&listid=681
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/booklistbygenre.cfm?listid=711
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/booklistbygenre.cfm?listid=715
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SCoraline Neil Pratchett
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SDeep and Dark and Dangerous Mary Downing Hahn
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SDiary of a Wimpy Kid: Greg Heffley's Journal Jeff Kinney


 
Ella Enchanted 

by Gail Carson Levine  

In this novel based on the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against the childhood curse that 

forces her to obey any order given to her.  

Newbery Award 

Fractured Fairy Tales   

AR Level: 4.6 

AR Quiz #17769 

 

 
Frindle 

by Andrew Clements  

When he decides to turn his fifth grade teacher's love of the dictionary around on her, clever 

Nick Allen invents a new word and begins a chain of events that quickly moves beyond his 

control.   

AR Level: 5.4 

AR Quiz #16637 
 

 
Ginger Pye 

by Eleanor Estes  

The disappearance of a new puppy named Ginger and the appearance of a mysterious man in a 

mustard yellow hat bring excitement into the lives of the Pye children.  

Newbery Award  

AR Level: 6.0 

AR Quiz #31 

 

 

 

 

http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSElla%20Enchanted%20Gail%20Carson%20Levine
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSLevine%2C%20Gail%20Carson
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_winner_honor.cfm?awardid=2&listid=681
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/booklistbygenre.cfm?listid=672
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSFrindle%20Andrew%20Clements
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSClements%2C%20Andrew
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSGinger%20Pye%20Eleanor%20Estes
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSEstes%2C%20Eleanor
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_winner_honor.cfm?awardid=2&listid=681
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SElla Enchanted Gail Carson Levine
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SFrindle Andrew Clements
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SGinger Pye Eleanor Estes


 
Number the Stars 

by Lois Lowry  

In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be 

brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis.  

Newbery Award  

AR Level: 4.5 

AR Quiz #379 

 

 
Shiloh 

by Phyllis R. Naylor  

When he finds a lost beagle in the hills behind his West Virginia home, Marty tries to hide it 

from his family and the dog's real owner, a mean-spirited man known to shoot deer out of season 

and to mistreat his dogs.  

Mark Twain Award Winners 

Newbery Award  

AR Level: 4.4 

AR Quiz #5440 
 

 
The BFG 

by Roald Dahl  

Kidsnatched from her orphanage by a BFG (Big Friendly Giant), who spends his life blowing 

happy dreams to children, Sophie concocts with him a plan to save the world from nine other 

man-gobbling cannybull giants.  

AR Level: 4.8 

AR Quiz #5058 
 

 

 

http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSNumber%20the%20Stars%20Lois%20Lowry
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSLowry%2C%20Lois
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_winner_honor.cfm?awardid=2&listid=681
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSShiloh%20Phyllis%20R.%20Naylor
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSNaylor%2C%20Phyllis%20R.
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_winner_nominees.cfm?awardid=7&listid=681
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_winner_honor.cfm?awardid=2&listid=681
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSThe%20BFG%20Roald%20Dahl
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSDahl%2C%20Roald
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SNumber the Stars Lois Lowry
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SShiloh Phyllis R. Naylor
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SThe BFG Roald Dahl


 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret 
by Brian Selznick  

When twelve-year-old Hugo, an orphan living and repairing clocks within the walls of a Paris 

train station in 1931, meets a mysterious toyseller and his goddaughter, his undercover life and 

his biggest secret are jeopardized.  

Caldecott Medal 

AR Level: 5.1 

AR Quiz #113692 

 

 
The Lightning Thief 

by Rick Riordan  

Twelve-year-old Percy Jackson learns he is a demigod, the son of a mortal woman and Poseidon, 

god of the sea. His mother sends him to a summer camp for demigods where he and his new 

friends set out on a quest to prevent a war between the gods 
Mark Twain Award Winners  

AR Level: 4.7 

AR Quiz #89885 

 

 

The Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very 

Interesting Boy 

by Jeanne Birdsall  

While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, four lovable sisters, 

ages four through twelve, share adventures with a local boy, much to the dismay of his snobbish 

mother.   

AR Level: 4.7 

AR Quiz #88005 

http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSThe%20Invention%20of%20Hugo%20Cabret%20Brian%20Selznick
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSSelznick%2C%20Brian
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_winner_honor.cfm?awardid=1&listid=681
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSThe%20Lightning%20Thief%20Rick%20Riordan
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSRiordan%2C%20Rick
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_winner_nominees.cfm?awardid=7&listid=681
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSThe%20Penderwicks:%20A%20Summer%20Tale%20of%20Four%20Sisters,%20Two%20Rabbits,%20and%20a%20Very%20Interesting%20Boy%20Jeanne%20Birdsall
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSThe%20Penderwicks:%20A%20Summer%20Tale%20of%20Four%20Sisters,%20Two%20Rabbits,%20and%20a%20Very%20Interesting%20Boy%20Jeanne%20Birdsall
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSBirdsall%2C%20Jeanne
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SThe Invention of Hugo Cabret Brian Selznick
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SThe Lightning Thief Rick Riordan
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SThe Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting Boy Jeanne Birdsall


 
The Phantom Tollbooth 

by Norton Juster  

A journey through a land where Milo learns the importance of words and numbers and finds a 

cure for his boredom.  

20th Century Classics  

AR Level: 6.7 

AR Quiz #130  

 

 
The Underneath 
by Kathi Appelt  

An old hound that has been chained up at his hateful owner's run-down shack, and two kittens 

born underneath the house, endure separation, danger, and many other tribulations in their quest 

to be reunited and free.  

Newbery Award 

AR Level: 5.2 

AR Quiz #122589 

 

 
Walk Two Moons 

by Sharon Creech  

After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and her grandparents take a car trip 

retracing her mother's route. Along the way, Sal recounts the story of her friend Phoebe, whose 

mother also left.  

AR Level: 4.9 

AR Quiz #10299 
 
 

http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSThe%20Phantom%20Tollbooth%20Norton%20Juster
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSJuster%2C%20Norton
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/booklistbygenre.cfm?listid=709
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSThe%20Underneath%20Kathi%20Appelt
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSAppelt%2C%20Kathi
https://thelibrary.org/kids/booklists/tpl_winner_honor.cfm?awardid=2&listid=681
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSWalk%20Two%20Moons%20Sharon%20Creech
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C%7CSCreech%2C%20Sharon
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SThe Phantom Tollbooth Norton Juster
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SThe Underneath Kathi Appelt
http://catalog.coolcat.org/iii/encore/search/C|SWalk Two Moons Sharon Creech

